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Tokyo versus Okinawa

From June to August, I went to Tokyo three times. When I
was a junior high school student I actually lived in Tokyo for
three years, so I was quite ecstatic that I would be going again
after not having been for so long. Well, this time, it was for
work, but I was delighted to have been given the chance to
visit a place I once used to live.

When one hears “Tokyo,” anybody from any country will
have heard of it. Tokyo is the world's most populated
metropolitan area, it's Japan's capital, and it's the largest city in
the country. Being the city that has everything, Tokyo is a very
popular tourist spot for foreigners. When I went this time
around, there were so many foreign tourists that it actually felt
a bit strange to me.

Transportation is much more efficient in Tokyo than it is in
Okinawa, making it easier to get from place to place. However,
I am downright terrible when it comes to using trains or
subways. There are far too many people and having multiple
exits at the stations just complicates things, putting me in panic
mode. It's alright visiting a large city every once in a while, but
going to Tokyo three times in two months, I came to the
realization that I would NOT be able to live in Tokyo again. I
truly believe that I'm lucky to be able to live in Okinawa!

If you have enough time when you're in Tokyo, there are
plenty of great areas to visit, shopping is a blast, you can eat at
restaurants that serve food from every country in the world, but
it's too difficult to settle down. Having adjusted to Okinawa's
lifestyle, I rarely ever feel stressed; I find myself taking things
easy and relaxing next to the beach is a must. In that sense, my
home state of Indiana might be similar to Okinawa! The
scenery and atmosphere of the two are completely different,
however, both places make me feel at peace. Tokyo has a
variety of convenient aspects to it, but I just love Okinawa.
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