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120 years of history

After two years in Okinawa, I have gained a lot of insight
to my Okinawan roots in addition to strengthening my
personal connections to Hawaii. Before leaving Hawaii, the
extent of my knowledge regarding Okinawa was limited to
the yearly Okinawan Festival, eating andagi, and taking a
class on Okinawan language and culture. In other words, I
had a rather shallow understanding of Okinawa being “Japan’s
Hawaii”.

However, getting involved with several immigration
events and meeting several delegates from Hawaii here has
been how I learned about the history between Okinawa
and Hawaii. From pre-war emigration to the post-war “pig
day” and cultural exchanges, I learned many historical facts
between the two islands. At first I only looked into the history
of Urasoe out of interest, but thanks to Mayor Matsumoto
and Urasoe City’s connections to Hawaii my area of research
gradually broadened.

So far I have been able to meet Urasoe’s ambassador to
Hawaii, the vice president of the Urasoe Shijinkai, and several
other individuals involved in the Okinawan community in
Hawaii. Through this community, I have also met others here
with connections to Hawaii like exchange students, program
participants, and even local businessmen. Because I didn't
have any connections to the Nikkei community, I had never
imagined that I would be able to meet influential people
from Hawaii. Not only has it helped me appreciate the 120
years of history between the islands, but it also got me to
thinking about what I could do to better the Hawaii-Okinawa
relationship.
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