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Bonjour, everyone in Urasoe!

My name is Brandon D. Norris, and | will be your new
coordinator for international relations at Urasoe City Hall
starting in August 2026. | am originally from the province of
Québec in Canada. Here, people mainly speak French, but
| grew up learning English as well.

I moved here with my wife and our young daughter.

My interest in Japan goes back
more than 10 years. | first studied
Japanese language and culture at
Bishop’s University in 2012. Then,
| came to Japan in 2013 as an
exchange student, where | studied
at Yamaguchi Prefectural
University. During that time,
| visited many parts of Japan,
including Okinawa.

After | graduated from university, |
worked as an assistant English language teacher in Ibara,
Okayama Prefecture, from 2016 to 2018. Once | returned to
Canada, | worked as a
freelance translator and later
joined the Canada Revenue
Agency, where | have been
working as a public servant
for the past four years.

I like to challenge myself
and try new things. | see 15 upxpsE24—0S5
becoming a coordinator for
international relations as a perfect opportunity to grow and
apply my skills and experience.

I look forward to meeting everyone and to sharing my
thoughts and life in this column.
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