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iFeliz Afio Nuevol(Happy New Year!)

Looking back, 2025 was another fruitful year. A major
takeaway was gaining a deeper understanding of the
Uchinaanchu diaspora worldwide. Seeing how Uchinaan-
chu root themselves, preserve their culture, and diversify
in their own ways always moves me.

Personally, I also had unforgettable experiences:
serving as MC for JICA Okinawa’s Nikkei Community
Training Courses’ Urasoe City Reception, exploring Latin
American Nikkei cultures through JICA's Fureai Kouza,
and feeling the energy and connections of the diaspora
firsthand at the World Uchinaanchu Day Event at Naha's
Palette Kumoji Plaza. Their closing ceremony had my
eyes welling up; watching everyone return home re-
minded me how precious the bonds linking Uchinaanchu
worldwide are.

This year, we celebrate two major milestones: the
120th Anniversary of Okinawan Immigration to Peru
and the 100th Anniversary of the Okinawa Kenjin Asso-
ciation of Brazil. Over a century of history embodies the
Uchinaanchu spirit of preservation, development, and
unity. In solidarity with this auspicious year, I resolve to
intensify my efforts to improve my Spanish as my New
Year's resolution.
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