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Fleeting Expo and Overdue Autumn

Hello readers, it's the end of the year already?!

In late September, I peregrinated through the juxta-
posed multinational Pavilions at the Osaka Expo with
my partner, who was newly appointed as an ALT in
Fukui. What at first seemed an eclectic dissonance of
avant-garde monuments revealed itself, upon closer
inspection, but as a cultural rainforest, each Pavilion
an idiosyncratic species in a thriving ecosystem of na-
tions. It was all the more infelicitous that we were un-
able to savor the ephemeral celebration and instead
had to improvise a cursory excursion.

Changing the subject, unlike the fleeting Osaka
Expo, autumn comes annually, yet here in Okinawa,
I'm “homesick” for the crisp fall I remember from
New Jersey, with autumnal foliage and zephyrs. Japan
offers seasonal flavors like sweet potatoes and chest-
nuts, while across the Pacific, “nostalgia” comes in a
drinkable form called pumpkin spice. That said, with
October temperatures hovering around 30C/86F and
the leaves viridian, I can understand why Okinawans
might not value a drink that warms up both body and
soul or comprehend the collective “nostalgia.”
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