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Spring of Early-Blossoms, Spring of Commencement

Dear readers, thank you always for reading. Spring has arrived, and with
it, the time of comfort | had with my girlfriend has come to an end—she has
gone away, just like the early-blooming cherry blossoms of Okinawa. In
February, we participated in the 2025 Tedako Walk, completing the 10km
course, and had the chance to enjoy some nostalgic, authentic American
fast food at Camp Kinser. We also took part in various international ex-
change events and classes together, and visited some of Urasoe's famous
spots, like Urasoe Park and Parco City Mall. | will miss her very much.

On another note, I'd like to take a moment to say “Congratulations!” to
the students who graduated in March, as well as to those who enrolled in
April, along with their parents. In Japan, graduation ceremonies mark a
sense of closure, as the word "graduation” itself gives an impression of an
ending. However, in American universities, the graduation ceremony held
in May is called the "Commencement Ceremony," signifying not an end, but
the beginning of a new journey. The idea that "graduation is not the end,
but rather where everything starts" is deeply rooted. | too have challenges
ahead, my own "Commencements." As | continue preparing for the GRE
(US grad school entrance exam) and working toward my graduate school
applications, | strive not only to expand my own academic horizons but also

to further broaden Urasoe’s international horizons.
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Tetsuji Matsumoto
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